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M essage from Jim Vitarello Ñ  
Pr esident,  
Shar ing Jerusalem USA 
 

Welcome to the first edition of the Sharing 
Jerusalem newsletter!  
 
Thanks to the help and commitment of all of 
you, our Sharing Jerusalem members, we 
have many accomplishments to be proud of 
in 2007, our first full year of operation. This 
newsletter is filled with the details of these 
accomplishments. In addition to your help, 
our board members have been an invaluable 
resource - planning and implementing a 
series of  forums and events (see Recent 
Months below), raising the funds needed to 
operate our organization, and hiring our 
creative and dedicated part-time facilitator, 
Rev. Monroe Wright (see his message 
below). 
 

But Sharing Jerusalem will not be content 
until we achieve our primary goal of a 
negotiated two-state solution between Israel 
and Palestine that includes a secure Israel, 
an economically and politically viable 
Palestine, and a shared Jerusalem. Toward 

that end, we are unveiling our 2008 Strategic 
Campaign entitled Give Peace a Chance: 
Providing Hope for a Better Future (see 
page 3 for more details).  
 
I agree with the recent words of Corinne 
Whitlach, Executive Director of Churches 
for Middle East Peace, when she said: ÒOur 
concern should NOT be predicting whether 
the Annapolis process will fail or succeed, 
but doing EVERYTHING that we can to 
make it become the vehicle for a just peace.Ó  
 
In my opinion, this is the last chance for a 
negotiated two-state solution and admittedly 
a long one. If this fails, the only alternative 
that I can see in the near future is horrific 
violence, an international boycott of Israel, 
and increased suffering and vulnerability by 
both people. In addition, there will be an 
enormous negative impact on our own 
national interest throughout the world, 
especially in the Middle East, where we 
have thousands of troops stationed. If 
anyone is interested in learning more about 
our campaign, please check our website at 
www.sharingjerusalem.org or contact us at 
monroe.wright@sharingjerusalem.org. 
 

We have one final piece of great news! We 
just received our IRS tax exempt status letter 
as a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt corporation (see 
page 4). We would like to give special 
thanks to Hugh Shafer, the attorney of Board 
Member John Van Wagoner, for his 
invaluable legal assistance in the preparation 
of our IRS application. .  
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Message from Rev. Monroe 
Wr ight Ñ  Facilitator , Shar ing Jerusalem 
 
 

Facilitator  [faáci láiátaátor  [ f!  s’lli tˆ yt! r 
] (plural faáciláiátaátors) 
1. somebody enabl ing something to 
happen: somebody who enables a process to happen, 
especially somebody who encourages people to find 
their own solutions to problems or tasks. 
 

Facilitating your work has been fun.  
Sharing Jerusalem has so many talented, 
committed, connected, and knowledgeable 
folk that it is a pleasure to help with the 
behind-the-scenes work of getting the coffee 
and making the phone calls.   
 
What is most fun is to be around people who 
take on responsibilities. In church we are 
constantly talking about servant leadership, 
but we donÕt always see the results. It is a 
great encouragement to see not only its 
animation, but its fruits in your midst. 
 
A lot has been accomplished this year. There 
have been increased opportunities for those 
of you who have taken upon yourselves the 
ministry of ChristÕs reconciliation in the 
Holy Lands.  There have also been events 
which have expanded the network of those 
involved.  And other events which have 
placed this particular work for peace as an 
obligation upon their hearts and into their 
hands.  At times it has been putting people 
with common interest in touch with one 
another.  There have been times of exploring 
new groups to engage in Sharing 
JerusalemÕs core mission of engaging local 
churches in the goal of a shared Holy City 
and Holy Lands.  Sometimes new avenues 
of education and advocacy have been 
explored.  Many times it has been 
celebrating your accomplishments. 
 
 

 
Recent months have taken Sharing 
Jerusalem into some new areas of work, as 
well as a return to some old ones.  
 

Recent ly:  Sharing Jerusalem hosted Afif 
Safeih, the Head of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization Mission in Washington, DC, at 
a public forum near the eve of the Annapolis 
peace talks at St. JohnÕs Episcopal Church in 
Georgetown. The Washington InterFaith 
Alliance for Middle East Peace joined us in 
sponsoring this event. For the coming year, 
we have partnered with Dumbarton United 
Methodist to host a diplomat from the Israeli 
Embassy.  (A similar program scheduled for 
the end of this year had to be cancelled at 
the last moment due to a family emergency. 
This is the event we hope to reschedule in 
January.) We also helped facilitate an 
interfaith Prayer Walk in Annapolis prior to 
the conference and co-sponsored the 
PeopleÕs Peace Commission at historic St 
AnnÕs Church in Annapolis on the day of the 
conference. 
 

Communications Workshop:  Cecilie 
Surasky, Communications Director of 
Jewish Voice for Peace, led a two-day 
communications workshop that dealt with 
such issues as having difficult conversations 
and answering common questions about the 
I-P conflict. Thirty-five people attended a 
full-day training at Saint ColumbiaÕs 
Episcopal Church on the first day and met 
again at the Vitarello home on the second 
day for more informal discussions.   
 



December 2007 Newsletter  # 1 

3 

Church Action Network Workshops: The 
first CAN meeting was held in February on 
the grounds of the National Cathedral. 
Thirty-five people heard our two featured 
speakers: the Rev. Canon John Peterson, 
Canon for Global Justice and Reconciliation 
at the Cathedra,l and Corinne Whitlach, 
Executive Director of Churches for Middle 
East Peace. The second CAN meeting was 
held at Saint JohnÕs Episcopal Church in 
September and had thirty participants, 
including seven from Christ Church 
Episcopal in Georgetown. Carol Bullard-
Bates (Church of the Savior) led a session 
on advocacy, and Doris Worrell shared 
Dumbarton UMCÕs experience in becoming 
a Sharing Jerusalem supporter. Small 
breakout sessions were also held to allow 
churches to share their experiences with 
each other.  
 
School of Chr ist ian M issions:  Jim, Jeni, 
and Monroe taught a four-day, eight-hour 
course on Palestine-Israel with the United 
Methodist Women (UMW) in Gaithersburg, 
Maryland. Doris Worrell and a third 
instructor also taught parallel classes.  
Between these three classes, nearly 160 
persons participated from churches 
throughout Maryland, West Virginia, and 
the District of Columbia. We included a 
Sharing Jerusalem workshop in our training, 
and we have been invited back to teach the 
course again next year. Since teaching at the 
School, Jim and Monroe have conducted 
ÒminiÓ schools at two UMW District 
Sessions this autumn in north Baltimore 
County and Silver Spring and another 
session at Chevy Chase UMC - collectively 
attended by a total of nearly 110 women. In 
each of our presentations, we provided a 
brief history of the conflict, showed the 
Searching for Peace in the Middle East 
video, and described how Sharing Jerusalem 
could help the attendees to educate and 
mobilize their local churches. 
 

Annual Procession for Remember ing 
Bethlehem and worship service will be 
held at the National Cathedral on Saturday, 
December 22nd, under the sponsorship of the 
Washington InterFaith Alliance for Middle 
East Peace, the Ad Hoc Committee for 
Bethlehem, and Sharing Jerusalem.  See the 
notice on page 5 for more details. 
 

SJ onl ine:  Our website, 
sharingjerusalem.org, is still our primary 
avenue for information. A blog and a web-
based communications tool are under 
construction and should be ready during the 
first quarter of 2008. In addition, we plan to 
have an expanded area of the website to deal 
with our 2008 Strategic Campaign in 
support of the Annapolis peace process. 
 

SJ music:  We have posted our Sharing 
Jerusalem theme song on our website, where 
it is available in English, Hebrew, Arabic, 
and Spanish. CDs are also available upon 
request.   
 

Into 2008:  Our primary focus is our 
strategic campaign to support the Annapolis 
peace process, as described below. The 
Virginia chapter of Methodist Federation for 
Social Action (MFSA) has invited us to do a 
two-day training at their annual retreat in 
Richmond, and another invitation has come 
from an interfaith group in Winchester to do 
a Sharing Jerusalem workshop there next 
March.  We will be holding Church Action 
Network meetings throughout the year and 
may do additional Sharing Jerusalem 
workshops as the need arises. 
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2008 Strategic Campaign Give 
Peace a Chance: Providing Hope for a 
Better  Future 
  
Goal: To engage in activities that help to 
create measureable improvements in 
conditions on the ground in Palestine and 
Israel, giving the Annapolis peace process a 
better chance to succeed (in consultation 
with Israeli and Palestinian human rights 
groups). 
 

Activit ies: SJ will play a catalytic role in 
cooperation with like-minded organizations 
to engage in a comprehensive campaign 
during 2008 that includes regular activities 
in the following three areas: 
 
1. Non-violent actions in support of our 

goal (in consultation with prominent 
nonviolent national and international 
leaders such as Mubarak Awad, Mpho 
Tutu, Cecilie Surasky, Mary King, and 
Bernard LaFayette) and local NV 
proponents.  

 
2. Educational events in support of our 

goal (possibly including artistic and 
economic events), such as inviting 
speakers to the National Cathedral and 
local churches. 
 

3. Public actions in support of our goal 
such as meeting with diplomats from 
the Israeli and Arab embassies and 
State Department officials. 

Board changes are in process.  Lee 
Porter has taken a leave of absence to 
engage in a non-violent training program in 
Palestine and to pursue her non-
violence/peace-based fabric art. The Board 
is currently inviting several perspective new 
members to join our expanded Board of 
Directors. The key criteria for board 
member participation include a knowledge 
of the I-P conflict, commitment to Sharing 
JerusalemÕs mission, a willingness to help 
with church outreach and events planning, 
and ability to help with fundraising.   
   
Giving at the end of the calendar year can 
furnish a heightened sense of Christmas joy, 
in addition to providing a tax advantage. If 
you would like to support Sharing 
Jerusalem, you can mail your donations to: 
 
Sharing Jerusalem USA 
2809 Ontario Road, NW 
Washington, DC 20009-2201   
 
Your gift will enable the continuation and 
expansion of our mission of helping to bring 
peace to the Middle East. Please make your 
tax-deductible checks payable to Sharing 
Jerusalem USA.  
 

Sharing Jerusalem will be sending its annual 
fundraising letter later in February so that 
we can continue this work in which we have 
so passionately invested our lives with the 
hope that peace will come among all of 
AbrahamÕs children. 
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Remembering Bethlehem This 

Christmas  
 

Annual Christmas Processi on for 
Bethlehem 

Saturday, December 22, 2007 
  

Begins with a worship service in the Bethlehem 
Chapel of the National Cathedral 

3101 Wisconsin Ave. N.W., Washington, DC 
9:30 AM Gather    

10:00 AM Worship Service 
 

Planned joint service simulcast with 
the people of Bethlehem 

Procession will follow service, starting at   
10:30 AM on Woodley Road. 

Mary and Joseph, with donkey, will lead the 
procession. 

  

Bethlehem, the city of Jesus' birth, is today 
under occupation.  All its residents, 
including Palestinian Christians, are 
suffering. Today a wall separates neighbor 
from neighbor in the Holy Land.  There, 
patient is separated from hospital.  Students 
are cut off from school.  Farmers are divided 
from their fields. This year Palestinian 
Christ ians will continue to bear witness to 
their faith this Christmas, as they have done 
for generations, but most cannot enter 
Jerusalem to pray and celebrate.  As we join 
the journey towards Bethlehem with the Holy 
Family, let us join our lives with theirs in 
seeking and offering prayers and hope for a 
better future.  

 
Sponsored by the Ad Hoc Committee for Beth lehem, the 

Washington Interfaith All iance for Middle East Peace 
and Sharing Jerusalem 

For updates on location and details, go to 
www.wiamep.org Or contact Pastor Wright at 

lanhamumc@msn.com  
For directions and parking info. go to www.cathedral.org 

Sharing Jerusalem USA 
 Board of Directors 

 
 

Jim Vitarello, President 
 

Jeni Vitarello, Treasurer 
 

Lee Porter , Secretary (on sabbatical) 
 

John Van Wagoner 
 
 
 

Rev. Monroe Wright, Facilitator 
(301)-577-2326 

monroe.wright@sharingjerusalem.org 
 
 


