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M essage from Jim Vitarélo «

President,
Sharing Jerusalem USA

Welcome to thefirst edition of the Sharing
Jerusalem newdletter!

Thanksto the hdp and commitment of all of
you, our Sharing Jerusalem members, we
have many accomplishments to be proud of
in 2007,ourfirst full year of opeation. This
newdetter isfilled with thedeails of these
accomplishments. In additionto your hdp,
our boad members have been an invduable
resource - planning and implementing a
series of forums and events (see Recent
Months bedow), raising the funds needed to
opeate our organization, and hiring our
creative and dedicated part-time facilitator,
Rev. Monroe Wright (see his message
bdow).

But Sharing Jerusalem will not be content
until we achieve our primary god of a
negotiated two-state solution between I sragl
and Palestinetha indudes a secure Isragl,
an econonically and politically viable
Palesting, and a shared Jerusalem. Toward

Sfmn'ng Jerusalem

erusalem

tha end, we are unvealing our 2008 Strategic
Campagn entitled Give Peace a Chance:
Providing Hope for a Better Future (see
page 3 for more details).

| agree with therecent words of Corinne
Whitlach, Executive Director of Churches
for Middle East Peace, when she said: GDur
concern should NOT be predicting whether
the Anngolis process will fail or succeed,
but doing EVERY THING that we can to
make it become the vehiclefor ajust peace.O

In my opinion, thisisthelast chance for a
negotiated two-state solution and admittedly
alongone If thisfails, theonly alterndive
that | can see in thenear futureis horrific
violence, an internaiond boyatt of Isradl,
and increased suffering and vulnerability by
both people. In addition, there will bean
enormousnegative impact on our own
naiond interest throughouttheworld,
especialy in theMiddle East, where we
have thousndsof troopsstationd. I
anyoneis interested in learning more about
our campagn, please check our webgte at
www.sharingjerusalem.org or contact usat
monroewright@sharingjerusalem.org.

We have onefind piece of great news! We
just received our IRS tax exempt status|etter
asa501(c) (3) tax exempt corporation (see
page4). Wewould liketo give specia
thanksto Hugh Shafer, the attorney of Board
Membe JohnVan Wagone, for his
invaduable legd assistance in the preparation
of our IRS application. .
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Message from Rev. Monroe
erght N Facilitator, Sharing Jer usalem

Faalitator [fazilaaaaor [ ! slli t"yt!r
] (plural fakiladadors)

1. somebody enabling something to

happen: somebody who enables a process to happen,
especialy somebody who encourages people to find
their own solutions to problems or tasks.

Facilitating your work has been fun.

Sharing Jerusalem has so many talented,
committed, connected, and knowledgesble
folk that it isapleasure to hdp with the
behind-the-scenes work of getting the coffee
and making the phonecalls.

Wha ismog funisto bearoundpeople who
take on respongbilities. In church we are
condantly talking about servant leadership,
butwe don®always see theresults. It isa
great encouragement to see notonly its
animation, butits fruitsin your midg.

A lot has been accomplished thisyear. There
have been increased oppotunities for those
of youwho have taken uponyourselves the
ministry of Christ@ recondliationin the
Holy Lands There have aso been events
which have expanded the nework of those
involved. And other events which have
placed this particular work for peace as an
obligaion uponther hearts andinto thar
hands At timesit has been puting people
with common interest in toudh with one
another. There have been times of exploring
new groupsto engagein Sharing
Jerusalem@ core mission of engaging local
churchesin thegod of ashared Holy City
and Holy Lands Sometimes new avenues
of education and advocacy have been
explored. Many timesit has been
celebrating your accomplishments.

Sfmn'ng Jerusalem

R ecent months have taken Sharing
Jerusalem into some new areas of work, as
well as areturn to some old ones.

Recently: Shaing Jerusalem hoded Afif
Safeih, theHead of the Palestine Liberation
Organization Missionin Washington, DC, at
apublic forum near the eve of the Anngpolis
peace talks at St. John@Episcopd Church in
Georgetown. The Washington InterFaith
Alliance for Middle East Peace joined usin
sponring this event. For thecoming year,
we have partnered with Dumbarton United
Methodist to hod a diplomat from thelsragli
Embassy. (A similar program scheduled for
theend of this year had to be cancelled at
thelast moment dueto afamily emergency.
Thisisthe event we hopeto reschedulein
Januay.) We also hdped facilitate an
interfaith Prayer Walk in Anngpolisprior to
the conference and co-spon®red the
People® Peace Commission at historic St
Ann@ Church in Anngolis onthe day of the
conference.

CommunicationsWorkshop: Cecilie
Surasky, CommunicationsDirector of
Jewish Voice for Peace, led atwo-day
communicationsworkshopthat dealt with
such issues as having difficult convesations
and answvering common questionsaboutthe
[-P corflict. Thirty-five people attended a
full-day training at Saint Columbia®3
Episcopd Church onthefirst day and met
agan at theVitarello home onthe second
day for more informal discussions
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Church Action Network Workshops: The
first CAN meeting was hdd in February on
the groundsof the Nationd Cathedral.
Thirty-five people heard our two featured
speakers: the Rev. Canon John Peterson,
Canonfor Globd Judice and Recondliation
at the Cathedra,l and CorinneWhitlach,
Executive Director of Churches for Middle
East Peace. The second CAN meeting was
hdd at Saint John@Episcopd Church in
September and had thirty participants,
induding seven from Christ Church
Episcopd in Georgetown. Carol Bullard-
Bates (Church of the Savior) led asession
on advocacy, and Doris Worrell shared
Dumbarton UMCG experience in becoming
a Shaing Jerusalem suppoter. Small
breakout sessionswere also hdd to allow
churches to share tharr experiences with
each other.

School of Christian Missions: Jim, Jeni,
and Monroetaughtafour-day, eighthour
course on Palestine-lsrael with the United
Methodist Women (UMW) in Gaithersburg,
Maryland. Doris Worrell and athird
ingructor also taughtpaallel classes.
Between these three classes, nearly 160
personspaticipaed from churches
throughoutMaryland, West Virginia, and
the Didtrict of Columbia. We induded a
Shaing Jerusalem workshopin our training,
and we have been invited back to teach the
course agan next year. Since teaching at the
School, Jim and Monroe have conduded
QniniOschools at two UMW District
Sessionsthis autumn in north Baltimore
County and Silver Spring and another
session a Chevy Chase UMC - collectively
attended by atotal of nearly 110women. In
each of our presentations we provided a
brief history of the conflict, showed the
Sarching for Peace in theMiddle Eag
video, and described how Sharing Jerusalem
could hdp the attendees to educate and
mobilize ther local churches.

Sfmn'ng Jerusalem

Annual Procession for Remembering
Bethlehem and worship service will be
hdd at the Nationd Cathedral on Saturday,
December 22", unde the sponrship of the
Washington InterFaith Alliance for Middle
East Peace, the Ad Hoc Committee for
Bethlehem, and Sharing Jerusalem. Seethe
notice on page 5 for more ddails.

SJ online: Our webste,
sharingjerusalem.org, is still our primary
avenuefor information. A blog and aweb-
based communicationstool are unde
condruction and should beready duringthe
first quater of 2008.1n addition, we plan to
have an expanded area of thewebsgte to deal
with our 208 Strategic Campagnin
suppot of the Anngolis peace process.

SJ music: We have poged our Sharing
Jerusalem theme songon our webste, where
it isavailable in English, Hebrew, Arabic,
and Spanish. CDs are also available upon
request.

Into 2008 Our primary focusisour
strategic campaign to suppot the Anngoolis
peace process, as described bdow. The
Virginia chgpter of Methodist Federation for
Soda Action (MFSA) hasinvited usto doa
two-day training at thar annud retreat in
Richmond, and another invitation has come
from an interfaith groupin Winchester to do
a Shaing Jerusalem workshopthere next
March. We will be holding Church Action
Network meetingsthroughouttheyear and
may do additiond Sharing Jerusalem
workshopsas the need arises.
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2008 Strategic Campaign Give
Peace a Chan@ Providing Hopefor a
Better Future

Goal: Toengaein activitiestha hdpto
create measureable improvementsin
conditionson the ground in Palestineand
Israel, givingthe Anngpolis peace process a
better chance to succeed (in conaultation
with Isragli and Palestinian human rights

groups.

Activities: SJwill play acatalytic rolein
coopeation with like-minded organizations
to engagein acomprehensve campaign
during 2008tha indudes regular activities
in thefollowing three areas:

1. Nonrviolent actionsin suppot of our
god (in conailtation with prominent
nonviolent naiond andinternaiond
leaders such as Mubaak Awad, Mpho
Tutu, Cecilie Surasky, Mary King, and
Bernard LaFayette) andlocal NV
proponets.

2. Educationd eventsin suppot of our
god (possibly induding artistic and
econorric events), such asinviting
speakers to the Nationd Cathedral and
local churches.

3. Public actionsin suppot of our god
such as meeting with diplomats from
thelsradli and Arab embassies and
State Department officials.

Sfmn'ng Jerusalem

Board changesarein process. Lee
Porter has taken aleave of absenceto
engagein anonviolent training program in
Palestineand to pursue he non
violence/peace-based fabric art. TheBoard
iscurrently inviting several perspective new
members to join our expanded Boad of
Directors. Thekey criteriafor board
member participaionindudeaknowedge
of thel-P conflict, commitment to Sharing
Jeruslem@ mission, awillingnessto hep
with church outreach and events planning,
and ability to hdp with fundraising.

Giving at theend of the calenda year can
furnish a heghtened sense of Christmas joy,
in addition to providing atax advantage. If
youwould like to suppot Sharing
Jerusalem, you can mail your dondionsto:

Sharing Jerusalem USA
28090ntario Road, NW
Washington, DC 200092201

Y our gift will enable the continuaionand
expangon of our mission of hdpingto bring
peace to the Middle East. Please make your
tax-dedudible checks payable to Sharing
Jerusalem USA.

Shaing Jerusalem will besendingits annud
fundraising letter later in February so that
we can continuethis work in which we have
so passionaely invested our lives with the
hopetha peace will come amongall of
Abraham@ children.
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Remarbaing Behlenean This
Christmas

Annual Christmas Procession for
Bethlehem
Saturday, December 22, 2007

Begins with a worship service in the Bethlehem
Chapel of the National Cathedral
3101 Wisconsin Ave. N.W., Washington, DC
9:30 AM Gather
10:00 AM Worship Service

Planned joint service simulcast with
the people of Bethlehem
Procession will follow service, starting at
10:30 AM on Woodley Road.

Mary and Joseph, with donkey, will lead the
procession.

Bethlehem, the city of Jesus' birth, is today
under occupation. All its residents,
including Palestinian Christians, are
suffering. Today a wall separates neighbor
from neighbor in the Holy Land. There,
patient is separated from hospital. Students
are cut off from school. Farmers are divided
from their fields. This year Palestinian
Christians will continue to bear witness to
their faith this Christmas, as they have done
for generations, but most cannot enter
Jerusalem to pray and celebrate. As we join
the journey towards Bethlehem with the Holy
Family, let us join our lives with theirs in
seeking and offering prayers and hope for a
better future.

Sponsored by the Ad Hoc Committee for Bethlehem, the
Washington Interfaith Alliance for Middle East Peace
and Sharing Jerusalem
For updates on location and details, go to
www.wiamep.org Or contact Pastor Wright at
lanhamumc@msn.com
For directions and parking info. go to www.cathedral.org

Sknn'ng Jerusalem

Sharing Jerusalem USA
Board of Directors

Jim Vitarello, President
Jeni Vitarello, Treasurer
Lee Porter , Secretary (on sabbatical)

John Van Wagoner

Rev. Monroe Wright, Facilitator
(301)-577-2326
monroewright@sharingjerusalem.org
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